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U.S. ‘Chino tensions evident as Biden heads to twin summits 


By ZEKE MILLER and JOSH 
BOAK 

WASHINGTON (AP) — For 
nine months under Presi- 
dent Joe Biden, the U.S. has 
oursued a diplomatic strat- 
egy that could be char- 
acterized as about China, 
without China. 

On security, trade, climate 
and COVID-19, the Biden 
White House has tried to 
reorient the focus of the 
U.S. and Its allies foward the 
strategic challenges posed 
by arising China — all while 
there has been little direct 
engagement between the 
two rivals. 

The president is now pre- 
oaring for a pair of global 
summits where he again 
wont be meeting with 
China's Xi Jinping but the 
tensions and aggrava- 
tions between the world's 
> ae = economies wll 
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nonetheless be on ready 
display. 

Biden heads first to the 
Group of 20 summit in Rome 
this weekend after months 
of still-unresolved negotia- 
tions over his proposals to 
invest billions more in U.S. 
workers and key industries. 
He's promoted those poli- 
cies by offering them as the 
solution to a generational 
threat posed by China and 
by exhorting the rest of the 
world fo join his cause. 

But Xihas chosen to skio the 
G-20 — and a nexi-up sum- 
mit on climate in Scotland 
— because of COVID-19, 
an absence that might be 
the most consequential as- 
pect of the gatherings, as 
the world waits to see what 
China's commitments will 
be to cutting greenhouse 


gas emissions. 
Continued on next page 
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In this Feb. 14, 2019 file photo, Chinese staffers adjust U.S. and Chinese flags before the opening 
session of trade negotiations between U.S. and Chinese trade representatives at the Diaoyutai 
State Guesthouse in Beijing. 

Associated Press 
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Continued from Front 
Instead, the Chinese lead- 
er will participate virtually in 
some events, missing the in- 
formal pull-asides and con- 
versations that often yield 
the most progress at inter- 
national summits. 

Since he took office in Jan- 
uary, Biden has spoken to 
Xi just twice, though they 
have agreed to meet vir- 
tually at some point by the 
end of the year. The USS. 
leader aimed to prioritize 
shoring up America's do- 
mestic and_ international 
positioning before seeking 
Qa direct one-on-one with 
Xi, but now there appears 
to be a tinge of regret 
that a meeting won't take 
place sooner. 

"In an era of intense com- 
petition between the USS. 
and China, intense diplo- 
macy at the highest levels, 
leader-level diplomacy is 
vital to effectively manag- 
ing this relationship," White 
House national security 
adviser Jake Sullivan said 
Tuesday as he previewed 
the trip. 

Yet China is never far from 
Biden's mind. And the presi- 
dent wants it at the fore- 
front of voters' thoughts 
TOO. 

He hints at the ascendant 
power in nearly every 
soeech he delivers. He in- 
vokes the need to counter 
and cajole China in major 
policy pbronouncements 
on everything from the U.S. 
withdrawal from Afghani- 
stan to his ongoing push 
for trillions in domestic infra- 
structure and social soend- 
INg. 

"In the race for the 21st cen- 
tury between democracies 
and autocracies, we need 
to prove that democracies 
can deliver,” Biden said this 
summer as he pledged 
American COVID-19 vac- 
cines for the world. He 
heralded the same “great 
debate" over the effective- 
ness of democracies earlier 
this month as he made the 
case for Congress to swiftly 


Testing Center 





Result in 30 minutes! 
Antigen Test: $50 


PCR Test also available | 


— 





In this Aug. 27, 2021, file photo provided by U.S. Coast Guard, Legend-class U.S. Coast Guard 
National Security Cutter Munro (WMSL 755) transits the Taiwan Strait during a routine transit with 
Arleigh Burke class guided-missile destroyer USS Kidd (DDG 100). 


raise the nation's debt limit. 
“Our infrastructure used to 
be the best in the world," 
Biden said this month, as 
he pitched his spending 
bills, arguing that pass- 
ing his priorities was about 
more than mere symbolism. 
"Twelve other nations have 
superior infrastructure to US, 
and China has trains that 
go 230 miles an hour for 
long distances." 

Yet the painful months-long 
slog of negotiations over his 
spending package, which 
includes hundreds of bil- 
lions to helo the U.S. shift 
away from fossil fuels, may 
hamper Biden's ability to 
oressure China to make 
its Own — environmental 
commitments. China has 
ramped up coal produc- 
tion amid recent electricity 
Outages. 

Biden has tried to refocus 
the apparatus of the fed- 
eral government and of 
global alliances like NATO 
toward standing up to Bel- 
jing, even as European dip- 
lomats often express polite 
bewilderment at the grow- 
ing U.S. focus on its rivalry 
with China. Many Europe- 
an nations have taken Chi- 
nese infrastructure invest- 


ment through its "Belt and 
Road Initiative,” and suc- 
cessive U.S. administrations 
have struggled to prevent 
China's Huawei from con- 
trolling the backbone of 
emerging 5G infrastructure. 
At the G-20, Biden will again 
try to sell the world on his 
"Build Back Better World" 
agenda, an effort by ad- 
vanced democracies to 
offer developing nations 
an alternative to the Chi- 
nese infrastructure _ initia- 
tive, which the U.S. argues 
offen comes with onerous 
and even coercive strings 
attached. He'll also press 
American allies to meet 
their global vaccine do- 
nation commitments more 
swiftly, as the U.S. has warily 
watched China deploy a 
COVID-19 "vaccine diplo- 
macy’ strategy. 

The U.S. has made a pri- 
ority of engaging with its 
"Quad" partners — India, 
Japan and Australia — as 
Biden tries to get allies to 
soeak with a more. uni- 
fied voice on China. And 
cleaning up a geopoliti- 
cal row with France over 
a plan by the U.S. and U.K. 
to supply Australia with nu- 
clear-powered submarines 


Associated Press 


to better respond fo the 
China threat is at the top of 
Biden's diolomatic agenda 
this coming week. 

At Biden's direction, the 
U.S. intelligence commvu- 
nity has launched a series 
of investigations focusing 
on Beijing. Officials have 
in the last several months 
oublicly accused China of 
abetting cyber intrusions, 
considering efforts to inter- 
fere in American elections, 
and withholding critical in- 
formation about the CO- 
VID-19 pandemic. Those 
allegations have. elicited 
angry denunciations from 
Beijing, which has respond- 
ed at times by pointing to 


previous U.S. intelligence 
failures. 

Speaking to students at 
Stanford University — last 


week, CIA Director William 
Burns labeled China the 
"single biggest geopolitical 
challenge’ the U.S. faces. 
“Competition with China for 
the United States soreads 
across virtually every do- 
main there Is," he said. 

On the military front, the 
newest source of U.S. con- 
cern is a recent hypersonic 
weapon test by China that 
Gen. Mark Milley, chair- 
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man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, said was close to a 
"Sputnik moment,’ referring 
to the 1957 launch by the 
Soviet Union of the world's 
first satellite in soace, which 
caught the world by sur- 
orise and fed fears that the 
United States had _ fallen 
behind technologically. 
The Chinese government 
has disouted Western news 
reports about the test, say- 
ing it was working on a re- 
useable spacecraft, not a 
missile. 

While some see the emer- 
gence of a new Cold War, 
it's In many ways more 
complicated than the de- 
cades-long Soviet show- 
down. The U.S. and China 
have arrived at this mo- 
ment as both rivals and 
co-dependents. The USS. 
needs cooperation with 
China to combat climate 
change and curtail Iran's 
nuclear ambitions, and the 
two economies are close- 
ly entwined despite the 
Trump-era tariffs that Biden 
has kept in place. 

Beijing, for its part, seeks not 
just a rollback of the pro- 
tectionist measures, but for 
the U.S. to accept China's 
rise AS A geopolitical equal 
with its own sphere of influ- 
ence. They've found some 
striking continuity between 
Biden and his predeces- 
sor, Donald Trump, who, 
in different ways, intensely 
sought to push back on 
Chinese aims. 

The U.S. relationship with 
China "may be the ques- 
tion of our generation,’ 
said Matthew Goodman, 
senior vice president for 
economics at the Center 
for Strategic and Interna- 
tional Studies. Biden needs 
to preserve a durable rela- 
tionship with China to deal 
with existential issues such 
as climate change, even 
as the status of Taiwan, cy- 
ber attacks and efforts to 
bring back factory jobs that 
moved abroad suggest the 
two nations are also pulling 
apoart.L) 
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Gen. Milley calls Chinese weapon test very concerning: 
‘ | , 


By ROBERT BURNS 

AP National Security Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Chi- 
na recently conducted a 
"very concerning’ test of a 
hypersonic weapon system 
as part of its aggressive ad- 
vance in soace and milli- 
tary technologies, the top 
U.S. military officer says. 
Gen. Mark Milley, chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
was the first Pentagon of- 
ficial to confirm on the re- 
cord the nature of a test 
this year by the Chinese 
military that the Financial 
Times had reported was a 
nuclear-capable hyper- 
sonic weapon that was 
launched into soace and 
orbited the Earth before re- 
entering the atmosphere 
and gliding toward its tar- 


get in China. 
Milley said he could not 
discuss details because 


aspects involved classified 
intelligence. He said the 
United States also is working 
on hypersonic weapons, 
whose key features include 
flight trajectory, soeed and 
maneuverability that make 





Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Mark Milley testifies before the House Armed Services 
Committee on the conclusion of military operations in Afghanistan and plans for future counterter- 
rorism operations on Wednesday, Sept. 29, 2021, on Capitol Hill in Washington. 


them capable of evad- 
ing early warning systems 
that are part of U.S. mis- 
sile defenses. The U.S. has 
not conducted a hyper- 
sonic weapon test of the 
sort Milley said China had 


achieved. 

"What we saw was a very 
significant event of a test of 
a hypersonic weapon sys- 
tem, and It is very concern- 
ing, Milley said on "The Da- 
vid Rubenstein Show: Peer- 


Associated Press 


to-Peer Conversations’ on 
Bloomberg Television. 

"| think | saw in some of the 
newspapers, they used the 
term Sputnik moment," he 
added. "| don't know if It's 
quite a Sputnik moment, 


but | think it's very close to 
that. So it's a very signifi- 
cant technological event 
that occurred, or test that 
occurred, by the Chinese. 
And it has all of our atten- 
tion." 

The launch of a Sputnik sat- 
ellite by the Soviet Union in 
1957 stunned the world and 
fed U.S. fears that it was fall- 
ing behind technologically 
in an accelerating arms 
race in the early stages of 
the nuclear age. 

China has disouted West- 
ern news reports about its 
test, saying it was working 
on technology for a re- 
useable soace vehicle for 
peaceful purposes. 

Asked about Milley's re- 
marks, White House press 
secretary Jen Psaki said he 
was conveying concern 
about China's military mod- 
ernization. 

"They continue to pursue 
capabilities that increase 
tensions in the region," she 
said. "And we continue to 
have concerns about that. 
And | think that was reflect- 
ed in his comments.") 





United States issues its 1st passport with x gender marker 


By COLLEEN SLEVIN 
Associated Press 

DENVER (AP) — The United 
States has issued its first 
passport with an "X" gen- 
der designation, marking 
a milestone in the recogni- 
tion of the rights of people 
who do not identify as male 
or female, and expects to 
be able to offer the option 
more broadly next year, 
the State Department said 
Wednesday. 

The department did not 
identify the passport recipi- 
ent, but an intersex person 
from Colorado who. has 
been in a legal battle with 
the government since 2015 
to get a passport said one 
was received. A depart- 
ment official, citing priva- 
cy rules, declined to con- 
firm whether the passport 
went to Dana Zzyym (pro- 
nounced Zimm). 

Zzyym said the fight for the 
passport with an accurate 
gender designation was a 
way fo help the next gen- 
eration of intersex people 
win recognition as full citi- 
zens with rights. 


‘Im not a problem. I'm a 
human being. That's the 
point," Zzyym said. 

The U.S. soecial diplomatic 
envoy for LGBTQ rights, Jes- 
sica Stern, said the deci- 
sion brings the government 
documents in line with the 
‘lived reality" that there is a 
wider soectrum of human 
sex characteristics than Is 
reflected in the previous 
two designations. 

"When a person obtains 
identity documents that re- 
flect their true identity, they 
live with greater dignity 
and respect," Stern said. 
Zzyym was denied a pass- 
port for failing to check 
male or female on an ap- 
plication. According to 
court documents, Zzyym 
wrote “intersex' above the 
boxes marked "M" and 'F' 
and requested an "X" gen- 
der marker instead in a 
separate letter. 

Zzyym was born with am- 
biguous physical sexual 
characteristics but was 
raised as a boy and had 
several surgeries that failed 
to make Zzyym appear fully 


male, according to court 
filings. Zzyym served in the 
Navy as a male but later 
came to identify as intersex 
while working and studying 
at Colorado State Univer- 
sity. The State Department's 
denial of Zzyym's passport 
prevented Zzyym from be- 
ing able to travel to a meet- 
ing of Organization Intersex 
International in Mexico. 
The department said in 
June that it was moving 
toward adding a_ third 
gender marker for nonbi- 
nary, intersex and gender- 
nonconforming people but 
that would take time be- 
cause of required updates 
to Its Computer systems. In 
addition, a department 
official said the passport 
application and = system 
Update with the "X" desig- 
nation option still awaited 
approval from the Office of 
Management and Budget, 
which signs off on all gov- 
ernment forms. 

The department now also 
allows applicants to self-se- 
lect their gender as male or 
female, no longer requiring 





This May 25, 2021 file sihsiog shows a U.S. Passport cover in Wash- 


ington. 


them to provide medical 
certification if their gender 
did not match that listed 
on their other identification 
documents. 

The United States joins a 
handful of countries, in- 
cluding Australia, New Zea- 
land, Nepal and Canada, 
in allowing its citizens to 
designate a gender other 
than male or female on 
oassports. 
Stern said 


her office 


Associated Press 


planned to talk about the 
U.S. experience with the 
change in its interactions 
around the world and 
hopes that might help in- 
spire other governments to 
offer the option. 

"We see this as a way of 
affirming and uplifting the 
human rights of trans and 
intersex and gender-non- 
conforming and nonbinary 
people everywhere, she 
said.L]} 
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Report: At least 59,000 meat workers caught COVID, 269 died 


By JOSH FUNK 

Associated Press 

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — At 
least 59,000 meatpacking 
workers caught COVID-19 
and 269 workers died when 
the virus tore through the 
industry last year, which Is 
significantly more than pre- 
viously thought, according 
to a new U.S. House report 
released Wednesday. 

The meatpacking industry 
was one of the early epi- 
centers of the coronavirus 
pandemic, with workers 
standing shoulder-to-shoul- 
der along production lines. 
The U.S. House Select Sub- 
committee on the Coro- 
navirus Crisis, which used 
internal documents from 
five of the biggest meat- 
packing companies _ for 
its report, said Companies 
could have done more to 
orotect their workers. 

The new estimate of infec- 
tions in the industry is nearly 
three times higher than the 
22,400 that the United Food 
and Commercial Workers 
Union has said were in- 
fected. And the true num- 
ber could be even higher 
because the companies’ 
data didn't generally in- 
clude coronavirus cases 
confirmed by outside test- 
ing or self-reported by em- 
ployees. 

At the height of the out- 
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In this May 7, 2020, file sole workers wait in line to enter the Tyson Foods pork processing plant 


in Logansport, Ind. 


breaks in spring last year, 
U.S. meatpacking produc- 
tion fell to about 60% of 
normal levels as several 
major plants were forced 
to temporarily close for 
deep cleaning and safety 
Upgrades or operated at 
slower soeeds because of 
worker shortages. The re- 
port said companies were 
slow fo take’ protective 
steps such as checking em- 
ployee temperatures, dis- 
tributing protective equip- 
ment and installing barriers 
between work stations. 

‘Instead of addressing 


the clear indications that 
workers were contracting 
the coronavirus at adlarm- 
ing rates due to conditions 
in. meatpacking facilities, 
meatpacking companies 
prioritized profits and pro- 
duction over worker safety, 
continuing to employ prac- 
tices that led to crowded 
facilities in which the virus 
soread easily, the report 
sald. 

The North American Meat 
Institute trade group de- 
fended the industry's re- 
sponse to the pandemic. 
"Frontline meat and poultry 


Associated Press 


workers were among the 
first impacted by the pan- 
demic, but publicly avail- 
able data confirm § that 
comprehensive measures 
implemented in the sector 
since spring 2020, includ- 
ing extensive infection pre- 
vention and vaccination 
efforts, have successfully 
orotected the sectors ded- 
icated and diverse work- 
force as they have con- 
tinued feeding Americans 
and keeping our economy 
working, said Julie Anna 
Potts, president and CEO of 
the trade group 


The report is based on 
documents from JBS, Tyson 
Foods, Smithfield Foods, 
Cargill and National Beef. 
Together they control over 
80% of the beef market 
and over 60% of the pork 
market nationwide. 

Cargill, Tyson, Smithfield 
and JBS released  state- 
ments Wednesday saying 
they worked aggressively 
to meet federal health and 
safety standards and took 
additional measures to pro- 
tect their employees, such 
as conducting widespread 
testing and urging employ- 
ees to get vaccinated. 
‘Throughout the pandem- 
ic, we've worked hard to 
maintain safe and con- 
sistent operations. At the 
same time, we have not 
hesitated to temporarily 
idle or reduce capacity at 
processing plants when we 
determined it necessary to 
do so, Cargill sookesman 
Daniel Sullivan said. 

The companies expressed 
regret at the foll the virus 
has taken. 

"Even one illness or loss of 
life to COVID-19 is one too 
many, which is why we've 
taken progressive ac- 
tion from the start of the 
pandemic to protect the 
health and safety of our 
workers, Tyson sookesman 
Gary Mickelson said.) 





Nor easter culs power to over half-million homes, businesses 





A large tree fell onto a pickup truck in Fairhaven, Mass. on 
Wednesday, Oct. 27, 2021 as a nor'easter slams into the region. 
Associated Press 


BOSTON (AP) — A nor'easter 
that battered the Atlantic 
coast with hurricane-force 
wind gusts leff more than 
a half-million Nomes and 
businesses without power 
in New England and forced 


the closure of bridges, fer- 
ries and schools in the re- 
gion Wednesday. 

Utility workers labored to re- 
store power as the storm's 
winds and rain, which were 
felt as far north as Nova 


Scotia, diminished through- 
out the day. Restoring 
power in the hardest-hit ar- 
eas in southeastern Massa- 
chusetts will take days, the 
utility Eversource told the 
Cape Cod Times. 

The Massachusetts Emer- 
gency Management 
Agency reported about 
425,000 power outages 
after powerful winds blew 
tree branches laden with 
wet, heavy leaves onto 
power lines. Utilities report- 
ed about 90,000 custom- 
ers without power in Rnode 
Iskand, 17,000 in Maine, 
15,000 in Connecticut and 
6,000 in New Hampshire. 
Officials advised against 
travel in southeastern Mas- 
sachusetts because of 
wind, toppled trees and 
downed power lines. At the 


airport in New Bedford, the 
wind flipped a small plane 
over a fence. 

The highest gust of the 
storm was recorded at 94 
mph (151 mph) at a ferry 
dock on the island of Mar- 
tha's Vineyard, officials 
said. Dozens of schools 
canceled classes. In Con- 
necticut, power lines came 
down on a school bus 
headed to Middletown 
High School. No _ injuries 
were reported. Six students 
were on the bus, which 
continued its route after 
emergency responders re- 
moved the power lines. 

In Rhode Island, authori- 
tiles closed the Newport 
Pell and Jamestown Ver- 
razzano Bridges amid wind 
gusts as high as 7O mph 
early Wednesday, then 


reopened them shortly af- 
terward to most vehicles. 
School buses were not 
permitted to cross until 
Wednesday afternoon. 
Ferry service to Martha's 
Vineyard and Nantucket 
islands was suspended 
Wednesday. 

One driver was killed and 
another injured when a 
tree limb fell on two pass- 
ing vehicles in Morris Town- 
ship in northern New Jersey, 
authorities said. 

The body of a kayaker who 
disappeared off New York's 
Long Island was recovered 
near the Bronx after being 
sootted in the water by a 
helicopter search crew, 
Coast Guard officials said 
Tuesday. Laurence Broder- 
ick, 45, had been reported 
missing early Tuesday.L] 
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By JILL LAWLESS 

Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — U.S. au- 
thorities launched a new 
battle on Wednesday to 
make Julian Assange face 
American justice, — telling 
British judges that if they 
agree to. extradite the 
Wikileaks founder on es- 
plonage charges, he could 
serve any U.S. prison sen- 
tence he receives in his na- 
tive Australia. 

In January, a lower U.K. 
court refused a U.S. request 
to extradite Assange over 
WikiLeaks' publication of se- 
cret American military doc- 
uments a decade ago. Dis- 
trict Judge Vanessa Barait- 
ser ruled that Assange, who 
has spent years in hiding 
and in British prisons as he 
fights extradition, was likely 
to kill himself if held under 
harsh U.S. prison conditions. 
Appealing against that 
decision at the High Court 
in London, an attorney for 
the U.S. government on 
Wednesday denied that 
Assange's mental health 
was too fragile to withstand 
the U.S. judicial system. 
Lawyer James Lewis said 
Assange "has no history of 
serious and enduring men- 
tal illness’ and does not 
meet the threshold of be- 
ing so ill that he cannot re- 
sist harming himself. 

U.S. prosecutors have _in- 
dicted Assange on 17 es- 
plonage charges and one 
charge of computer misuse 
over WikiLeaks' publication 
of thousands of leaked mili- 
tary and diplomatic docu- 
ments. The charges carry a 
maximum sentence of 175 
years In prison, although 
Lewis said "the longest sen- 
tence ever imposed for this 
offense is 63 months." 

Lewis said American au- 


pol 





et or mo eary re 
Julian Assange's sarinet Stella Moris, fourth left, and Wikileaks editor-in- chief Kristin Hrafnsson, fifth 
left, with supporters of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange hold placards and take part in a march 
in London, Saturday, Oct. 23, 2021, ahead of next week's extradition case appeal. 
Associated Press 


thorities had promised that 
Assange would not be 
held before trial in a top- 
security "Suopermax" prison 
or subjected fo strict isola- 
tion conditions, and if con- 
victed would be allowed to 
serve his sentence in Aus- 
tralia. Lewis said the assur- 
ances "are binding on the 
United States." 

“Once there is an = assur- 
ance of appropriate medi- 
cal care, once it Is clear 
he will be repatriated to 
Australia to serve any sen- 
tence, then we can safely 
say the district judge would 
not have decided the rel- 
evant question in the way 
that she did," he said. 

The U.S. also says a key de- 
fense witness, neuropsychi- 
atrist Michael Kopelman, 
misled the previous judge 
by omitting to mention that 
Stella Moris, ad member of 
WikiLeaks' legal team, was 
also Assange's partner and 
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had two children with him. 
Lewis said that information 
was 'd highly relevant fac- 
tor to the question of likeli- 
hood to suicide." 

Assange's lawyer, Edward 
Fitzgerald, accused U.S. 
lawyers of seeking to "mini- 
mize the severity of Mr As- 
sange's mental disorder 
and suicide risk." 

Fitzgerald said in a written 
submission that Australia 
has not yet agreed to take 
Assange if he is convicted. 
Even if Australia did agree, 
Fitzgerald said the U.S. legal 
orocess could take a de- 
cade, ‘during which Mr. As- 
sange will remain detained 
in extreme Isolation in a U.S. 
prison." 

Assange, who is being held 
at London's high-security 
Belmarsh Prison, had been 
expected to attend the 
two-day hearing by video 
link, but Fitzgerald said As- 
sange had been put on a 


high dose of medication 
and "doesn't feel able to 
attend.: 

Assange later appeared 
on the video link aft times, 
seated at a table in a pris- 
on room wearing a black 
face mask. 

Since Wikileaks began 
publishing classified docu- 
ments more than a decade 
ago, Assange has become 
a flashpoint figure. Some 
see him as a dangerous 
secret-spiller who endan- 
gered the lives of informers 
and others who helped the 
U.S. in war zones. Others say 
WikiLeaks shone a light on 
official malfeasance that 
governments would like to 
keep secret. 

American prosecutors say 
Assange unlawfully helped 
U.S. Army intelligence ana- 
lyst Chelsea Manning steal 
classified diplomatic ca- 
bles and military files that 
WikiLeaks later published. 


Lawyers for Assange ar- 
gue that he was acting as 
Q journalist and is entitled 
to First Amendment free- 
dom of soeech protections 
for publishing documents 
that exposed U.S. military 
wrongdoing in lraq and Af- 
ghanistan. 

several dozen pro-Assange 
orotesters held a boisterous 
rally outside London's neo- 
Gothic Royal Courts of Jus- 
tice on Wednesday, calling 
the prosecution politically 
motivated. They urged U.S. 
President Joe Biden to drop 
the legal proceedings, 
which were begun under 
his predecessor, Donald 
Trump. 

The demonstrators includ- 
ed Chinese dissident artist 
Ai Weiweil, who said As- 
sange’s case ‘relates to 
our society, It relates to our 
freedom of expression, it 
relates to our individual hu- 
man rights, and we have to 
watch the government.’ 
WikiLeaks supporters say 
testimony from witnesses 
during the extradition hear- 
ing that Assange was spied 
on while in Ecuador's em- 
bassy in London by a Span- 
ish security firm at the be- 
hest of the CIA — and that 
there was even talk of ab- 
ducting or killing him — un- 
dermines U.S. claims he will 
be treated fairly. 

The two justices hearing 
the appeal — one is Eng- 
land's most senior judge, 
Lord Chief Justice lan Bur- 
nett — are not expected 
to give their ruling for sev- 
eral weeks. The losing side 
could seek to appeal to 
the U.K. Supreme Court. 
Assange, 50, has been in 
orison since he was arrest- 
ed in April 2019 for skipping 
bail during a separate legal 
battle. L} 


Dutch court convicts lranian refugee on terror charges 


THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) — A 
court in the Netherlands convict- 
ed an lranian refugee Wednes- 
day of preparing and financing 


terror attacks in his homeland 
targeting the Iranian government 
and its supporters. The 42-year-old 
man was sentenced to four years 
imprisonment. 

The man, whose identity was 
not released in line with Dutch 


privacy rules, was linked to the 
Arab Struggle Movement for the 
Liberation of Anwaz, a separatist 
group in the oil-rich Anwaz region 
of southern Iran. 

The man, is from Ahwaz, but he 
was tried in Rotterdam District 
Court because he has lived in the 
Netherlands since being granted 
residency as a refugee. 

The court said in a statement that 


the defendant was in contact 
with separatists who planned and 
carried out attacks in Iran, includ- 
ing torching banks, but also tar- 
geting people linked to the Ira- 
nian governmert. 

He discussed possible targets, of- 
fered financial support and urged 
separatists to make video record- 
ings of attacks, the written judg- 
ment said. 


Through his actions, "the suspect 
played an important role in a 
criminal and terrorist organization 
whose goal was to support af- 
tacks in Iran," the court said. 
Prosecutors sought a six-year pris- 
on sentence, but judges said they 
gave a lower sentence because 
of the man's personal history, 
which he said included being im- 
orisoned and tortured in lran.l) 
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Israel OKs some 3,000 new seittler homes, despite U.S. rebuke 


By ILAN BEN ZION and LAU- 
RIE KELLMAN 

JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel 
approved about 3,000 
new settler homes in the 
occupied West Bank on 
Wednesday, a day after 
the United States issued 
its strongest rebuke yet of 
such construction. It was 
the biggest announce- 
ment of settlement plans 
during the Biden adminis- 
tration. 

The plans were approved 
by a Defense Ministry com- 
mittee, according to a se- 
curity official who was not 
authorized to speak pub- 
licly and did not provide 
further details. The anti-set- 
tlement group Peace Now 
also confirmed the approv- 
als. 

The decision marked the 
latest boost for Israel's half- 
century-old settlement 
enterprise On occupied 
lands the Palestinians seek 
for a state. Successive I|s- 
raell governments have 
expanded settlements, 
making an_ internationally 
backed two-state solution 
— a state of Palestine aris- 
ing alongside Israel — in- 
creasingly impossible. 
Palestinian President Mah- 
moud Abbas called on the 
international community to 
take a "decisive stance" on 
the Israeli decision, which 
he said amounted to a 
"message of disdain for the 
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In this Monday, Oct. 25, 2021 ” sheiG: Palestinian laborers work building new houses in the West 
Bank Jewish settlement of Bruchin near the Palestinian town of Nablus, Monday, Oct. 25, 2021. 


efforts of the U.S. adminis- 
tration." 

The Trump administration 
had tolerated settlement 
growth and abandoned 
the decades-long U.S. po- 
sition that the settlements 
were illegitimate. Israel em- 
barked on an aggressive 
settlement spree during the 
Trump years, advancing 
plans for more than 12,000 
settler homes in 2020 alone, 
according to Peace Now, 
the highest number since 
it started collecting data in 
2ON 2. 

Wednesday's decision was 
bound fo raise friction with 


Europe and the United 
States. 

Only a day earlier, U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken had protested the 
plan during a phone call 
with Israeli Defense Minis- 
ter Benny Gantz, accord- 
ing to a senior U.S. official 
who was not authorized to 
speak publicly. 

Also on Tuesday, the USS. 
State Department said it 
was ‘deeply concerned" 
about Israel's plans to ad- 
vance new © settlement 
homes, including many 
deep inside the West Bank. 
State Department spokes- 


Associated Press 


man Ned Price fold re- 
porters in Washington: "We 
strongly oppose the expan- 
sion of settlements, which 
is completely inconsistent 
with efforts to lower tensions 
and to ensure calm and 
damages the prospects for 
a two-state solution.’ 

Sabri Saidam, a former Pal- 
estinian official, criticized 
the Biden administration, 
saying if was “almost ab- 
sent’ as Israel pushes ahead 
with settlement construc- 
tion. 

The settlement approval 
also seemed poised to test 
Israel's fragile governing 
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coalition of  ultra-nation- 
alists, centrists and dovish 
parties that oppose settle- 
ments after the 12-year 
rule of former Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. 
"Now, everybody knows 
that this is not a govern- 
ment of change, but this 
is @ government with the 
same policy as Netanyahu 
to build more settlements, 
to deepen the occupation 
and to take us away from 
the chances for peace,” 
said Hagit Ofran of Peace 
Now. 

The Palestinians seek the 
West Bank, along with the 
Gaza Strio and east Jeru- 
salem — areas Israel cap- 
tured in the 1967 Mideast 
war — for their future state. 
The Palestinians view the 
settlements, which house 
some 700,000 Israelis, as the 
main obstacle to peace, 
and most of the interna- 
tional community considers 
them illegal. 

Israel views the West Bank, 
home to more than 2.5 mil- 
lion Palestinians, as the bib- 
lical and historical heart- 
land of the Jewish people. 
Wednesday's approvals 
were given by the Defense 
Ministry's higher planning 
council, which = autho- 
rizes West Bank construc- 
tion. Roughly half of those 
units were given final ap- 
oroval before the start of 
construction.) 





India slams China's new boundary law amid border tensions 





In this Sept. 9, 2020, file photo, an Indian army convoy moves 
on the Srinagar- Ladakh highway at Gagangeer, northeast of 
Srinagar, Indian-controlled Kashmir. 


By ASHOK SHARMA 

NEW DELHI (AP) — India crit- 
icized China on Wednes- 
day for passing a new land 


Associated Press 


boundary law which _ it 
said could impact the two 
countries’ long-running bor- 
der dispute. 


Indian External Affairs Min- 
istry sookesperson Arindam 
Bagchi said India expects 
that China will avoid taking 
actions under the new law 
that could unilaterally alter 
the situation in India-China 
border areas. 

Talks between Indian and 
Chinese army command- 
ers to disengage troops 
from key areas along their 
border ended in a stale- 
mate earlier this month, 
failing to ease a 17-month 
standoff that has some- 
times led to deadly clashes, 
Chinese lawmakers ap- 
proved the law at a meet- 
ing on Sunday of the stand- 
ing committee of the Na- 
tional People's Congress. 

It stipulates that the sover- 
eignty and territorial integ- 


rity of China are sacred 
and inviolable. ‘The state 
shall take measures to safe- 
guard territorial integrity 
and land boundaries and 
guard against and combat 
any act that undermines 
territorial sovereignty and 
land boundaries," it says. 
Bagchi said India and Chi- 
na earlier agreed to seek a 
fair and mutually accept- 
able resolution of their bor- 
der dispute. 

He expressed hope that 
the law would not af- 
fect arrangements earlier 
reached by the two sides 
on the boundary dispute or 
threaten peace and tran- 
quillity in border areas. 
There was no immediate 
comment from China on 
India's statement. 


Both countries have. sta- 
tioned tens of thousands 
of soldiers backed by artil- 
lery, tanks and fighter jets 
along their de facto bor- 
der, called the Line of Ac- 
tual Control, in the Ladakh 
region. Last year, 20 Indian 
troops were killed in a clash 
with Chinese soldiers involv- 
ing clubs, stones and fists 
along the disputed border. 
China said it lost four sol- 
diers. 

The Line of Actual Con- 
trol separates Chinese 
and Indian-held territories 
from Ladakh in the west 
to India's eastern state of 
Arunachal Pradesh, which 
China claims in its entirety. 
India and China fought 
a war over the border in 
1962.) 
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By PIERRE-RICHARD LUXA- 
MA and NANCY BENAC 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— A religious organization 
whose 17 missionaries were 
kidnapped in Haiti almost 
a week ago defended its 
work in dangerous places 
on Tuesday. 

The statement from Chris- 
tian Aid Ministries comes as 
U.S. and Haitian authorities 
keep working to secure the 
release of the 12 adults and 
five children, including an 
8-month-old, who were kid- 
napped Oct. 16 near the 
capital of Port-au-Prince. 
“Occasionally we are 
asked why our workers 
were in Haiti," the organiza- 
tion said, adding that they 
want to share the impact 
religion has had on their 
own lives. 

"We want others to enjoy 
the joy, peace, and re- 
demption we have experi- 
enced." 

U.S. officials have reiterated 
that the government issued 
a warning in August about 
the risk of kidnapping for 
ransom in Haiti, where the 
leader of the 400 Mawozo 
gang that abducted the 16 
Americans and one Cana- 
dian recently threatened 
to kill the group if his de- 
mands are not met. 

Haitian officials have said 


WORLD NEWS|A/ THURSDAY 28 OCTOBER 2021 
Group defends work | in Haiti of 17 abducted missionaries 


ea ae a 
= Pear a ist °c aa 


o - ai A os 
= = = =. 
= T: ge ll sig : 
t 





,a. es |e ae = 
a a _ - ' 
i — ‘ee 

Ye eS r 
— * 7 eS ar ear 
t nu / a dl 3 al md 


People kneel outside the Justice Ministry t to demand the qedianaiion of Minister Liszt Quitel to pro- 
test kidnappings in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Oct. 26, 2021. 


the gang is demanding $1 
millon ransom per head, 
but that it wasn't clear if 
that included the children. 
A local human rights orga- 
nization has said that the 
group's Haitian driver also 
was kidnapped. 

On Tuesday, U.S. national 
security adviser Jake Sul- 
livan said the situation will 


be a topic of conversa- 
tion at the upcoming G20 
meeting, adding that the 
U.S. and other countries 
need to step up and give 
Haiti the kind of investment 
and international aid it re- 
quires. 

He said he personally gives 
U.S. President Joe Biden an 
Uodate daily on the situa- 


Associated Press 


tion, noting that several law 
enforcement and hostage 
recovery specialists are 
working with the religious 
organization, the families 
of the victims and the Hai- 
tian government ‘to try to 
coordinate and organize a 
recovery. 

"We are looking at every 
possible option for how to 


go about doing that," Sul- 
livan said. "But these things 
operate and have operat- 
ed in Haiti historically on dif- 
ferent timetables, under dif- 
ferent circumstances. And 
sO we need fo manage 
this situation as carefully as 
possible so that at the end 
of the day, we achieve our 
objective, which is the safe 
return of every single one of 
those (abducted)." 

On Monday, the religious 
organization issued a state- 
ment pleading with people 
to not grow weary and to 
keep praying: "We don't 
know how God will choose 
to bring resolution, but we 
desire that His will be done." 
As recovery efforts contin- 
ue, Haiti's capital on Tues- 
day was once again para- 
lyzed by a two-day strike 
in which the streets were 
largely empty as severe 
fuel shortages blamed on 
gangs blocking gas disiri- 
bution terminals continued. 
Jimmy Cherizier, leader 
of G9 Family and Allies, a 
federation of gangs con- 
sidered Haiti's largest and 
most powerful, held a press 
conference on _ Tuesday 
and said that if Prime Min- 
ister Ariel Henry stepped 
down on Tuesday night, 
he would reopen blocked 
roads on Wednesday fo al- 
low the flow of goods. (_} 








By EDGAR H. CLEMENTE 
Associated Press 

HUIXTLA, Mexico (AP) — A 
growing migrant caravan 
set out early Wednesday 
after a day of rest on its trek 
across southern Mexico. 
About 2,000 migrants had 
walked out of the southern 
city of Tapachula near the 
Guatemala border on Sat- 
urday. While the multitude 
is challenging to count, 
it appeared | significantly 
larger Wednesday and its 
leaders estimated its size at 
4,000. 

‘The caravan is like a 
magnet, if goes sucking 
Up people, migrants who 
had been in the towns (of 
coastal Chiapas) are join- 
ing," said Irineo Mujica, an 
immigration activist with 
the organization People 


Migrant caravan 


without Borders. 

One of them was Bayron 
Zavala, a Nicaraguan mi- 
grant, who hearing that 
the caravan was advanc- 
ing slowly, got on a bicycle 
and caught up with them 
in Huixtla. He said he would 
walk with them "as far as 
God gives us the strengpth ... 
if possible, continue to the 
United States." 

Without any issue, the mi- 
grants passed a customs, 
immigration and military 
checkpoint where authori- 
ties typically seize drugs 
and look for human smug- 
glers. 

Though © still significantly 
smaller than caravans in 
2018 and 2019, this is the 
biggest group moving 
through southern Mexico 
since the pandemic start- 


grows In 


ed early last year. In Janu- 
ary, a caravan left Hondu- 
ras, but authorities in Gua- 
temala broke it up. 

Other groups that have 
walked out of Tapachula 
this year have numbered in 
the hundreds. All were dis- 
solved by Mexican authori- 
ties, sometimes with exces- 
sive force. Those groups 
were composed mostly of 
Haitian migrants. This cara- 
van Is primarily made up of 
Central Americans. 

The National Guard has not 
tried to intervene since it 
attempted to keep the mi- 
grants from Tapachula on 
Saturday. There were scuf- 
fles and a child was injured. 
Foreign Affairs Secretary 
Marcelo Ebrard said Mon- 
day the government would 
act "prudently," respecting 


southern Mexico 





Migrants leave Huixtla, Chiapas state, Mexico, early Wednes- 
day, Oct. 27, 2021, as they continue their trek north toward Mex- 
ico's northern states and the U.S. border. 


the law and human rights. 

Mexico has deployed thou- 
sands of soldiers, police 
and immigration agents 
in the south and in recent 
years no large groups have 


Associated Press 


made it out of the states 
bordering Guatemala. 
On Wednesday, the mi- 
grants were aiming for Villa 
Comaltitlan, about 13 miles 
(21 kilometers) away.L] 
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Blue Residences: 
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Work & pleasure in paradise 


EAGLE BEACH — Dreaming 
of your own private Carib- 
bean sanctuary is a reality 
now. Allow us to define this: 
Blue Residences offers you 
a condo or penthouse with 
top notch amenities equal 
to the offerings of high- 
class resorts facing the 
Caribbean Sea, the white- 
powdered sands of Eagle 
Beach. According to the 
Travelers Choice Beaches 
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Award, it is one of the top 
25 beaches in the world. 
And if you don't believe 
them, you can always read 
the thousands of positive 
reviews on TripAdvisor. 


Blue Residences is situated 
in front of The Bubali Plas 
bird sanctuary and one of 
the biggest reservoirs on 
the island. It’s also within 
walking distance to Palm 
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Beach, home of the high- 
rise luxury hotels. The loca- 
tion is unequalled on the is- 
land with a variety of water 
sports concessions, Casinos, 
restaurants, bars and shops 
just a leisurely stroll away. 
The onsite amenities — in- 
clude pools, hot tub, res- 
taurant, landscaped sun- 
deck, fitness center, full 
service soa and concierge 
Service. 

The project has three tow- 
ers which contains 60 two- 
bedroom, two-bath. units; 
32 three-bedroom, three- 
bath units; 8 one bedroom, 
one bathroom unit; 4 four- 
bedroom, four-bath duplex 
townhouses; 2. five-bed- 
room, five-and-a-half-bath 
duplex townhouses; 12 
three-bedroom, four-bath 
duplex penthouses; and 6 
five-bedroom, five-and-a- 
half-bath duplex penthous- 
es. 

























Penthouse perfection 

This is an once-in-a-lifetime Opportunity to be the owner 
of one of the hottest spots in the Caribbean and own an 
amazing, upscale penthouse. There are two levels of 180 
degrees of soectacular, ocean-viewing pleasure and 
amazing daily sunsets await you! Porcelain tiles, Italian- 
designed kitchens, stainless steel appliances (stove, re- 
frigerator, dishwasher and microwave), washer and dryer 
machines and assigned parking space is what you get for 
a great offer. Take this chance to buy your dream and be 
part of a builder’s organization with an impeccable repu- 
tation who even arrange your short-term and long-term 
rentals if you are looking for a return on your investment. 


Office is set for you 

Did you know Aruba has the best internet connection in 
the whole of the Caribbean? 

Did you also know that the island is actually designed for 
working remotely? All the facilities you need are ready for 
you, there are even special “workation packages” avail- 
able. 

Yes. The office at Blue Residences Is just right for you. With 
windows all around you for viewing the blue skies and tur- 
quoise waters as decoration for an energized, produc- 
tive day Is set. If you want to rent or buy and live the Blue 
Residences experience please email Jaime Gomez at 
jgomez@azure-aruba.com or visit www.bluearuba.com. 
The sales office is open from Monday to Sundays from 9 
am to 5pm. Go see the amazing view. L) 
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Minister Dangui Oduber recognizes 18 Hilton Hotel employees 
working there for over 35 years 


ORANJESTAD -_ Minister 
Dangui Oduber had the 
honor to give recognition 
to 18 employees who have 
been working for over 35 
years at the Hilton Aruba 
Caribbean Resort. 


The recognition ceremony 
took place in the Ballroom 
of the Hilton Aruba where 
its general manager Mr. 
Vasco Baselli, and Mr. 
Rene Kan representing the 
hotel owners, presented 
each outstanding employ- 
ee with their well-deserved 
recognition. 


In 1959, Aruba’s first luxury 
hotel, the Aruba Carib- 
bean Hotel, was built and 
marked the beginning of 
what is our only economic 
pillar. 


This hotel closed its doors in 
1984, which was also a diffi- 
cult time for many. In 1986, 
the hotel's doors were re- 
opened under the name 
Golden Tulip Hotel, later 
the Radisson Aruba Resort 
and Casino, and currently 
the Hilton Aruba Caribbe- 
an Resort & Casino. 


The 18 employees together 
have worked af this hotel 
for a total of 630 years. It 
was an evening in which 
they shared the trajectory 
of each of the 18 employ- 
ees. 


Mr. Baselli reviewed the 
starting job position of 
each of these employees 
and the eloquent growth 
within the hotel. Working 
at the same place for 35 
years Is impressive, but do- 
ing this without calling in 
sick for one single day Is as- 
tonishing. 


It was the case for one of 
the 18 employees who 
worked _ tirelessly for 35 
years in our tourism indus- 
try. The Minister thanked 
each one of the 18 individ- 
uals for their hard work. 


They are an inspiration to 
everyone for having dedi- 
cated a considerable part 
of their lives to our tourism 
industry.) 
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we can do all our shopping at once. Well, Do it cen- 
ter and Super Do it Center Groceries has it all. This is 
the largest, local owned Do it Center in the Caribbean 
and best of all a 100% locally owned family business. 


How it all began 

It was 1938 when Mr. Eric Ponson started his journey at 
General Store. Ponson did not hesitate and decided 
to buy General Store. Buying a store and thus going 
from employee to owner of a business with a debt of 
11.000 guilders was not an easy task. 


As the saying goes: “Behind every successful man, is 
a strong woman”. In the case of Ponson, this was no 
different. As General Store progressed and slowly be- 
came successful, Mrs. Irene Ponson, came in to as- 
sist her husband. Irene Ponson Is a visionary, she knew 
exactly where and how fo invest and within a short 
amount of time in 1970, General Store moved to a bet- 
ter location at the Steenweg. This aloud for a lot more 
merchandize, products and employees. Supply and 
demand was as such, that General Store became the 
number 1 electrical business. The place where you 
went to find bulbs, cables, outlets or any other electri- 
cal equipment you needed. Business kept going so 
well that the location at the Steenweg became too 
small and was moved later to Dakota Shopping Para- 
dise and later to Pedro Gallego Straat. With this move, 
an expansion was decided upon and an electronics 
store in Savaneta was opened. General Store still be- 
ing very successful was ready for more growth. 


Ricky, Kenneth, Corine and Frans are the fruits of this 
marriage. They worked at their parent's side every 
day until they were ready to go abroad to study. In 
was in their backyard that all containers were stalled. 
This is why all four children know everything there is 
to know about the business. Kenneth and Frans how- 
ever, decided to further develop their father’s legacy 
and continued with their mother’s dream to expand 
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the business. An expansion not in 
square feet only, but in merchandize 
as well. A great opportunity presented 
itself when the Ponson family was able 
to buy a piece of property across from 
the airport. In 2007 the Ponson fam- 
ily moved into their brand new and 
huge building. Ponson's General Store 
now had an electrical department, 
as housewares department, a paint 
department and a hardware depart- 
ment. 


After a successful opening and expan- 
sion, Kenneth and Frans who inherited 
their mothers vision, decided General 
Store was ready for yet another expan- 
sion. Together with investors a visibility 
report was drafted, which resulted in 
Noord being a very good location for 
another store. The search for a well 
located property commenced. Soon 
after the purchase, with the support of 
Mr. Tom Barfell and management of 
Do it Best in the States, the construc- 
tion of Do it Center commenced. Mrs. 
Claudia Ponson, Kenneth his wife, was 
the mastermind behind the interior 
decoration, making sure the interior of 
the store was according the Do it Best 
guidelines. 


Fast forward to today. A Do it Center 
in Aruba, with more than 50.000 top of 
the line items for interior as well exterior 
use, building materials, STO products 
and a top of the line grocery store. 
Perseverance, responsibility, vision and 
the courage fo invest have made Pon- 
son’s General Store as successful as It 
is today. 


Super Do It Center Shaba & Groceries 
Located in Shaba, Noord. This is the last 
sibling of the Do It Center family. Here 
you will be able to find anything you 
are looking for. The building is divided 
into several departments from home to 
hardware to groceries. Everything un- 
der one root. 

Groceries? Visit the fully stocked super- 
market with fresh fruits and vegetables 
and high class meat selections. Highly 
known products and brands are here 
for you to grab. Every week Do It Cen- 
ter Groceries offers you great discount 
on selected items. Weekly specials are 
very popular and a perfect chance for 
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you to buy your favorite products at a 
reduced price. 

Need a home makeover? Do not skip 
the furniture department ‘“Leenbak- 
ker’. Here, you will find a divine collec- 
tion of European furniture, worldwide 
known for their modern and stylish fea- 
tures for your bedroom, bathroom, liv- 
ing room or kitchen. For your garden 
they have a wide selection of durable 
furniture soecially made for our tropi- 
cal climate. Take a walk around and 
find some treasures. Find the perfect 
accessory for your house, fitted for your 
personality and style. Modern, elegant, 
retro industrial, whatever your style is 
you will definitely find something for 
your personal taste. 

Feeling hungry? Take a break and re- 
lax at the ‘Dell’. Savor a delicious lunch 
or a sandwich with a cup of coffee 
or perhaps a wrap. If you are a sweet 
tooth you will not be able to just skip 
the great variety of desserts they have. 
So tempting! 


Do it Center Shaba is open from Mon 
to Sat from 8AM to 8PM and closed on 
Sunday 


Do It Center Camacuri 

Do it Center Camacuri as mentioned 
before was the first official building of 
the Do It Center family. After serving 
the community for many years as a 
multiouroose facility this was recently 
transformed to a department special- 
ly designated for contactors services 
only. Open from Mon to Fri from 7.30AM 
to 6PM. On Sat from 7.30AM- 4PM and 
closed on Sunday. 


Do It Center Savaneta 

This location is the baby of the family. 
Here you will also be able to find every- 
thing for your home and garden and 
building materials to build or renovate 
your home. Just drive into the ‘Lumber 
Drive-Thru’ and the experts will help 
you with everything you need. Open 
from Mon to Fri from 8AM to 6PM, 

SAT, IOAM-4PM and closed on Sunday. 





For more information go to 
www.doit.aw.L] 


»oit Center. 
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By MARGARETTE BURNETTE 
of NerdWallet 

Whether out of choice or 
necessity, many people 
soent less money in the last 
year and a half on things 
like entertainment, clothes 
and furniture. For some, 
that meant holding on to 
more of their income. If you 
were able to save some 
cash, you've set yourself uo 
to withstand future finan- 
cial crises, especially if you 
can continue saving. 

Keep growing your bank 
balance with these four 
pandemic-driven — saving 
habits. 

1. REEVALUATE SPENDING 
Consider whether some 
of the purchases you may 
have gone months with- 
out are necessary going 
forward. Or rethink how 
often you want to make 
them compared to before. 
For example, if you started 
to work from home, you 
might have saved money 
by making your lunch in- 
stead of eating out. If you 
return to the office, you 
could continue saving by 
bringing lunch from home 
at least a few times a week. 
“Since we were all stuck at 
home, | didn't have many 
opportunities to go shop- 
ping or dine out. So | saved 
the money," says Vida De- 
Oliver, a jewelry designer 


and owner of Vidart & Life 
Boutique, an online store 
based in Union, New Jer- 
sey. ‘| saved more during 
the pandemic than | had 
orior." 

DeOliver says these days, 
she has more in-person 
soending opportunities, but 
she's keeping the saving 
habit. "When | go shopping, 
| ask myself if a purchase is 
really necessary, or if | could 
hold on to the money and 
save it for something I'd re- 
ally like later," she says. 

2. DELAY BIG-TICKET PUR- 
CHASES 

Make yourself wait before 
committing to expensive 
purchases. Aft the begin- 


ning of the pandemic, out- 
of-stock inventory and sup- 
ply challenges meant that 
some people didn't have 
a choice about waiting 
before ordering big-ticket 
items such as kitchen ap- 
pliances, furniture and 
electronics. But learning to 
wait before soending mon- 
ey can be a smart choice 
anytime, helping you avoid 
the kind of impulse that can 
Upend savings plans. 

‘| always try to delay pur- 
chases for a few days to 
see if | really want some- 
thing before | buy, but the 
pandemic shortages really 
helped me figure out what 
| needed and what could 


ee 
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wait,’ says Eric Chow, a 
oodcaster and public rela- 
tions professional in Union 
City, California . Today, he 
makes a point of waiting 
a few days before press- 
ing the "buy" button on 
items large and small, from 
electronics to wallets. And 
then? "If | really want If, I'll 
know it's worth the wait, 
and if | don't, | can forget 
about it and move on," he 
Says. 

3. KEEP SAVING EASY WITH 
AUTOMATION 

If you were able to save 
during the early part of 
the pandemic, one rea- 
son may be that it didn't 
require much effort. You 
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stayed home. Voila — sav- 
ings. You can keep saving 
a low-effort endeavor by 
Using automatic transfers to 
move money into a savings 
account at regular inter- 
vals. "Set up an automatic 
transfer so your savings fun- 
nels fo a separate account 
each pay period. This way, 
your savings is the auto- 
matic priority. 

And it gets you accus- 
tomed to relying only on 
the remaining amount," 
says Regan Ervin , an invest- 
ment advisor and founder 
of Capital E Advisors in 
Leawood, Kansas. 

4. SET CLEAR EMERGENCY 
SAVINGS GOALS 

The pandemic — turned 
emergency savings from a 
hypothetical nice-to-have 
into a must-have. If you 
havent already, take a 
moment to seriously evalu- 
ate your essential expenses 
and set a clear emergency 
fund goal. Make it a habit 
to review your essential 
expenses regularly to see 
if you need to adjust your 
savings target. A common 
guideline is to have three to 
six months’ worth of expens- 
es saved for emergencies. 
If that seems daunting, start 
with a smaller goal — say, 
$500. Chido away at that 
goal as best you can, even 
if it's in $5 increments.) 





Retail trade group: holiday sales could set new record 


NEW YORK (AP) — The Na- 
tional Retail Federation, 
the nation's largest retail 
trade group, expects that 
holiday sales gain could 
Shatter last years record- 
breaking season even as a 
snarled global supply chain 
slows the flow of goods and 
results in higher prices for a 
broad range of items. 

The trade group — said 
Wednesday that it predicts 
that sales for the Novem- 
ber and December period 
will grow between 8.5% 
and 10.5% to $843.4 billion 
and $859 billion. Holiday 
sales increased 8.2% in 2020 
compared with the previ- 
ous year when shoppers, 
locked down during the 
early part of the pandemic, 
solurged on pajamas and 
home goods, mostly online. 
The group expects that 


online and other non-store 
sales, which are included 
in the total, will increase 
between 11% and 15% to 
a total of between $218.3 
billion and $226.2 billion 
driven by online purchases. 
The numbers exclude au- 
tomobile dealers, gasoline 
stations and restaurants bil- 
lion. Holiday sales have av- 
eraged gains of 4.4% over 
the past five years, accord- 
ing to the group. 

The forecast considers a 
variety of indicators includ- 
ing employment, wages, 
consumer confidence, dis- 
posable income, consumer 
credit, previous retail sales 
and weather. 

‘There is considerable mo- 
mentum heading into the 
holiday shopping season,’ 
NRF President and CEO 
Matthew Shay said. "Con- 


sumers are in a very favor- 
able position going into 
the last few months of the 
year as income Is rising and 
household balance sheets 
have never been stronger.” 
Shay also noted during 
a call with the media on 
Wednesday that the lifting 
of U.S. restrictions on inter- 
national visitors from more 
than 30 countries early next 
next month should also give 
a jolt to retailers this holiday 
season. 

NRF's rosy forecast is similar 
to other predictions, which 
call for holiday sales to in- 
crease by at least 7%, ac- 
cording to Deloitte, Mas- 
tercardSpending Pulse and 
KPMG. 

Still, NRF executives ac- 
knowledged on the call 
that there are plenty of 
headwinds facing con- 





In this Dec. 10, 2020 file photo, a woman carries shopping bags 
in New York. 


sumers who are dealing 
with the ripple effects of a 
clogged supply chain that 
has meant higher prices, 
less generous discounts 
and shortages of items. 

For example, online prices 
are up 3% heading into 


Associated Press 


the holidays; in contrast, 
that number, on average, 
has been down 5% in past 
years, according to the 
Adobe Digital Economy 
Index, which tracks more 
than one trillion visits to U.S. 
retail sites. ) 
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Gulf Arab states, squeezed by climate 
change, still tout oil 





In this Jan. 18, 2016 file photo, an oil pump works at sunset, in 
the desert oil fields of Sakhir, Bahrain. The global energy transi- 
tion is perhaps nowhere more perplexing than in the Arabian 
Peninsula. 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) 
— The global energy tran- 
sition is perhaps nowhere 
more perplexing than in 


the Arabian ~ Peninsula, 
where Saudi Arabia and 
other Gulf monarchies 


are caught between two 
daunting climate change 
scenarios that threaten 
their livelinoods. 

In one, the world § stops 
burning oil and gas to cut 
down on_ heat-trapping 
emissions, shaking the very 
foundation of their econo- 
mies. In the other, global 
temperatures keep rising, 
at the risk of rendering un- 
livable much of the Gulf's 
already extremely hot ter- 
rain. 

The political stability of the 
six Gulf states — Saudi Ara- 
bia, the United Arab Emir- 
ates, Qatar, Kuwait, Bah- 
rain and Oman — Is rooted 
in profits from fossil fuels. 
This includes exports that 
energy-hungry China and 
India will want even more 
over the next two decades. 
"Climate action, it's almost 
an existential problem for 
an absolute monarchy 
based on oil exports,” said 
Jim Krane, author of "En- 
ergy Kingdoms: Oil and Po- 
litical Survival in the Persian 
Gulf." 

"They need climate action 
to succeed without wreck- 
ing the oil market. That's a 
tough needle to thread.” 

IN pledging "net-zero" emis- 
sions targets as Saudi Ara- 
bia, the UAE and Bahrain 
have done this month, 
greenhouse gas emissions 


Associated Press 


would be cut within their 
borders — while) main- 
taining fossil fuel exports 
abroad. 

Saudi Arabia, which sup- 
plies about one-tenth of 
the world's oil demand, 
made its announcement 
this week while hosting its 
first major climate change 
forum. Crown Prince Mo- 
hammed bin Salman set 
2060 as Saudi Arabia's tar- 
get. 

It was an important an- 
nouncement for a country 
with an estimated 265 bil- 
lion barrels of oil reserves 
worth $22.5 trillion at cur- 
rent prices. Saudi Arabia 
has expressed determina- 
tion to pump oil until the 
last drop, but it could find 
little use for its greatest 
natural resource in a world 
that runs on cleaner forms 
of renewable and solar en- 
ergy. 

Gulf monarchies have 
used oil revenue to main- 
tain domestic support, buy 
regional clout and expand 
influence. The money has 
built Up national armies 
and provided citizens with 
cushy public sector jobs, 
free health care and high- 
er education, subsidized 
fuel, land to build homes 
on, marriage dowries and 
generous pensions. 
Without this patronage 
system, Gulf monarchies 
might have to allow great- 
er political participation or 
turn more repressive, said 
Krane, an energy studies 
fellow at Rice University's 
Baker Institute for Public 


Policy in Texas. 

Gulf Arab states pledging 
"net zero" emissions are po- 
sitioning themselves to be 
oart of the multi-trillion-dol- 
lar clean energy industry, 
even as they keep earning 
from oil and gas. 

At the Saudi Green Initiative 
Forum in Riyadh, President 
Joe Biden's climate envoy, 
John Kerry, told a roomful 
of princes and prime minis- 
ters from across the region 
that climate action can 
create ‘the biggest market 
opportunity the world has 
ever known.” 

"It's the biggest transforma- 
tion that has ever taken 
place on this planet, since 
the industrial revolution, if 
we do it," Kerry said. 

The ‘net zero’ pledges also 
crucially enable the Gulf's 
ruling elite to wield _ influ- 
ence at conferences like 
COP26, where climate 
action policies are being 
crafted, said Ellen Wald, a 
senior fellow at the Aftlan- 
tic Council and author of 
"Saudi Inc." 

"It's important for them to 
have a seat at the table 
and be taken seriously at 
these conferences... be- 
cause that way they get a 
say, she said. 

Saudi Arabia is one of sev- 
eral countries lobbying 
behind the scenes ahead 
of the COP26 summit to 
change language around 
emissions, apparently try- 
ing to water down an up- 
coming U.N. science panel 
report on global warming, 
according to leaked docu- 
ments. 

Gulf Arab states are pri- 
vately and publicly advo- 
cating for carbon capture 
technologies rather than a 
rapid phasing out of fossil 
fuels, warning that a hur- 
ried transition would leave 
poorer populations without 
access fo energy. 
Greenpeace, which ob- 
tained the leaked docu- 
ments, has criticized the 
approach, saying these 
“yet unproven’ carbon 
capture technologies al- 
low nations to emit more 
greenhouse gases on the 
optimistic assumption they 
can be drawn out of the 
atmosphere later. LJ 
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HTTA 

Time - Share Owners 

Condo and Houses 

Want to sell your property ? 
Call the expert 36 years doing 
Honest bussiness 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Costa Linda Beach resort 
Right eagle Beach 

2 bedroom 2 bath 

Week 41 and 42 

Room #1023 ground floor 
Pool /ocean View 
Price:$25K both weeks 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 Br week #41 room #2517 

1 Br week #42 room #2501 
Pool /ocean View 

Price :$5K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance ocean suites 
Private island 

1 BR week # 42 room #2136 
Ground floor ocean view 
Price :$ 4K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Resort 

Eagle Beach 

Studio WK 43 room #3205 
C-building with elevator 

10 weeks remain on contract 
Price :$4K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 

Palm beach 

Gold season 

2 bedroom , 2 bath 

Ocean View 

Price : $8 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Palm beach 

1 Bedroom 1 bath 

Week # 44 and 45 room # 706 
33 weeks remain 

Price : $ 18 K both weeks 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Tierra del sol 

Golf course 

3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath 

Fully furnished with a garage 
Ocean view Price :$450K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Le vent 

Eagle Beach 

3 bedroom 2bath ground floor 
$800K 

2 Bedroom 2bath 5th floor 
$800K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Coald coast 

2 bedroom 3 bath $280K 
3 bedroom 3 bath $435K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 





= Time Share Resales + Realty 


HTTA 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Palm beach 

Gold season 

1 Bedroom Ocean view $ 6 K 
2 Bedroom Ocean view $11K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Playa linda Beach resort 
Palm beach 

Studio week 46 room # 408 
Ocean view Price : $7 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance ocean suites 
Private islands 

1 Bedroom week #46 

Room # 2529 

Pool/ocean view 

Price : $5K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


! Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
! For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
| johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 


also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 
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Condo for sale 

Gold coast 

5 bedroom 3 bath 

Fully furnished 

Price : $600 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Palm beach 

Las Islas 

3 Bedroom 3 bath 

Fully furnished 

Price : $475 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214687 
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aa HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

St. Cruz Tel. 585 8028 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
5927 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
el. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Jake Burton alive and bristling in ‘Dear Rider documentary 


People who know the sport 
— really know it — will tell 
you that the best snow- 
boarding movies are those 
that never let you get too 
comfortable. 
That might explain how 
"Dear Rider’ could very 
well end up in that cate- 
gory, even though nobody 
dropped out of a helicop- 
ter or plunged off a cliff fo 
make this film. 
Instead, the best storytelling 
in the documentary about 
snowboarding icon Jake 
Burton, who died in 2019 
after a relapse of testicular 
cancer, comes from the 
nimble stitching together of 
decades of home movies 
and archival media inter- 
views To paint a well-round- 
ed portrait of the man who 
saw a sport in that unde- 
fined slab of fiberglass and 
forever changed life on the 
mountain. 
Some might argue the 
wounds from Burton's 
death are too fresh to allow 
for an unflinching narrative 
about a man whose life 
and influence on the sport 
he created are detailed in 
this 90-minute film, which 
debuts on HBO on Nov. 9. 
But in large part because 
Burton had been plotting 
out the movie of his life 
story well before his death, 
and knew exactly where 
he wanted to go with if, 
much of the fluff that might 
have accompanied such 
Q project so soon after his 
passing never makes the 
cut. A lot of the hard truth 
of what it took to build a 
snowboarding empire, 
then leave it behind too 
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Jake Burton, the creator of Burton Snowboards, center, and his wife Donna Carpenter, right, ap- 
plaud Gov. Peter Shumlin after he signed a bill in Stowe, Vt., making skiing and snowboarding the 
official sports of Vermont, in this March 8, 2012, file photo. 


soon, comes fo light. 

What results is a movie 
that is, no doubt, an hom- 
age to Burton. But if also 
serves as a history lesson 
about a pastime that be- 
came a sport in the late 
1970s when Burton quit his 
Wall Street job to produce 
snowboards in his garage 
in Vermont. It's a lesson that 
does not shirk from the un- 
comfortable realities of his 
undertaking: Yes, he built it 
for fun, freedom and who- 
gives-a-crap rebellion, but 
no billion-dollar industry 
Sprouts UP purely on good 
vibes and bro hugs. 

Some of the most enlight- 
ening moments revolve 
around the sport's first su- 
operstar, Craig Kelly, and his 
role in the business side's 
first major rivalry, between 
Burton and another snow- 
board maker, Tom Sims. 


It includes backbiting and 
lawsuits, while also touch- 
ing on Burton's potentially 
career-killing §=miscalcula- 
tions at the sport's outset. 
The most notable involves 
prickly issues surrounding 
the patent for the snow- 
board that turned Burton, 
both the man and the 
company, into something 
of a pariah within the sport 
they created. The chapter 
ends with Kelly's untimely 
death in an avalanche in 
2003. 

It is instructive, not always 
easy to watch. And while 
Sims, who died in 2012, 
would certainly have had 
a different take on many of 
these events, the fact this 
unvarnished portrayal of 
the main subject makes it 
into the movie at all is a tes- 
tament to what Burton, his 
wife, Donna, and his son, 


George, were trying to do 
with this project. 

"He was a very resilient 
man, but the more we 
could honestly show what 
his demons were, what his 
struggles were, and then 
show how he overcame 
them, that was always our 
focus," said director Fer- 
nando Villena, who met 
several times with Burton 
before being chosen for 
the project. 

The documentary shows 
Burton growing as a man 
while his snowboard be- 
comes both a sport and 
an industry. He accepts 
the Olympics and marvels 
that his invention heloed 
produce a champion such 
as Shaun White, whose two 
Rolling Stone magazine 
covers essentially cement- 
ed the sport's acceptance 
into the mainstream. Those 


triumphs also lock in the re- 
ality that snowboarding will 
never return to the days of 
hand-dug halfpipes and 
using the legs from over- 
turned park benches as 
makeshift starting gates. 
Being OK with that allowed 
Burton, and his company, 
to overcome their rough 
beginnings and blossom 
into what they became as 
the upstart ‘80s became 
the 2010s. 

Lest anyone get too com- 
fortable, the last 25 minutes 
of this movie are mostly sad 
but partly uplifting. Dozens 
of family photos and film 
clios follow Burton as he 
overcomes cancer, then 
Qa paralyzing autoimmune 
disease, then another bout 
with cancer that takes 
him away just as the snow 
starts falling in the late fall 
Of 2017. 

"We worked very con- 
sciously not to make this 
too sad, because Jake 
wasn't a sad guy,’ said his 
wife, Donna Carpenter. 
"But it had this certain raw- 
ness that maybe it wouldn't 
have had" had the movie 
been completed while Bur- 
ton was still alive. 

For those new (two de- 
cades or less) to the snow- 
boarding scene, the old 
snapshots and film clips of 
Burton — sometimes sneer- 
ing, always bristling, never 
afraid to challenge the 
snobby ski suits in America 
and across Europe — are 
a stark reminder of how 
much work it took to elbow 
out room for himself and his 
baggy-panted diehards on 
the mountain.LJ 











Carrie Underwood performs at the CMT Music Awards in Nash- 
ville, Tenn., on May 5, 2021, left, and Jason Aldean performs 
at the 54th annual Academy of Country Music Awards in Las 
Vegas on April 7, 2019. 


Associated Press 


Carrie Underwood, Jason Aldean, 
Luke Combs to play CMA stage 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
The CMA Awards will be 
a night of all-star collabo- 
rations between’ Carrie 
Underwood and Jason 
Aldean, Kane Brown and 
Chris Young, and Mickey 
Guyton with Brittney Soen- 
cer and Madeline Ed- 
wards. 

The Country Music Associa- 
tion announced addition- 
al performers on Wednes- 
day for the Nov. 10 awards 


show, including top nomi- 
nee Chris Stapleton, Luke 
Combs, Miranda Lambert 
and Old Dominion. 
Underwood and Aldean 
will perform their current hit 
"If | Didn't Love You," while 
Brown and Young will sing 
"Famous Friends." Carly 
Pearce and Ashley Mc- 
Bryde are teaming up for a 
performance of their song 
"Never Wanted to Be That 
Cite 


Other nominees who will 
also perform include Eric 
Church, who is tied with 
Stapleton with five nomi- 
nations, Jimmie — Allen, 
Brothers Osborne and Dan 
+ Shay. Blake Shelton is 
also on the lineup for the 
show that will be hosted by 
Luke Bryan. 

The CMA Awards will air on 
ABC from Nashville, Ten- 
nessee. Voting in the final 
ballot ends Wednesday. LJ 
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Ohtani gets special award from MLB for 2-way All-Star season 


WORLD 
SERIES 
. ae) 


By STEPHEN HAWKINS 

AP Baseball Writer 
HOUSTON (AP) — Shohei 
Ohtani's two-way All-Star 
season with the Los Ange- 
les Angels was so unprece- 
dented that Major League 
Baseball Commissioner Rob 
Manfred presented a spe- 
cial award to recognize if. 
Ohtani was given the Com- 
missioner's Historic Achieve- 
ment Award by Manfred 
before Game 1 of the 
World Series on Tuesday 
night. 

"Over the next few years, | 
know that there are going 
to be many, many awards 
and accolades that come 
your way," Manfred said, 
with Ohtani sitting next to 
him. "But | felt that 2021 
was so special that it was 
important to recognize the 
historic achievement that 
took place in 2021 with an 
award just about 2021." 
Ohtani is the 16th recipient 
of the honor, and the first 
since Manfred succeeded 
Bud Selig as Commissioner 
in 2015. 

Ohtani had 46 home runs, 
100 RBIs and 26 stolen bas- 
es this season, his fourth in 
the majors after playing in 
his native Japan. In 23 starts 
on the mound, he was 9-2 
with a 3.18 ERA while strik- 
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Shohei Ohtani holds the Commissioner's Historic Achievement Award from Rob Manfred before 
Game 1 in baseball's World Series between the Houston Astros and the Atlanta Braves Tuesday, 


Oct. 26, 2021, in Houston. 


ing out 156 batters. 

The 27-year-old Ohtani is 
the most accomplished 
two-way player since Babe 
Ruth, who last pitched reg- 
Ularly in 1919. Ohtani was 
the first two-way starter in 
the history of the All-Star 
Game, which began in 
1933. While pitching for the 
American League, he also 
batted in the leadoff spot 


after being elected by fans 
to start at designated hitter. 
It's really an unbelievable 
set of accomplishments,” 
Manfred said. 

"This award is not given out 
every year, so | know how 
special it is," Ohtani said 
through his translator. "I'm 
not fully sure if | really de- 
serve it, but since Mr. Man- 
fred's going to give it fo me, 
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I'm going to accept if." 
Manfred quickly resoond- 
ed that Ohtani did deserve 
it. 

Selig created the honor in 
1998 to commemorate Cal 
Rioken Jr.'s record streak of 
2,632 consecutive games 
played. The last time it had 
been presented was in 
2014: to Vin Scully for his 65 
years as a baseball broad- 


caster, and to Derek Jeter, 
for his postseason records 
for hits (200), runs (111) and 
total bases (302). 

After missing all of 2019 
on the mound _ following 
Tommy John surgery, and 
pitching only twice _ last 
season, Ohtani threw 130 
1/3 innings this year. The 
right-hander had thrown 
only 53 1/3 innings in 12 
major league starts before 
this season, 10 of those as a 
rookie in 2018. 

Ohtani said he never felt 
tired or exhausted and was 
already ready to get going 
with his offseason workouts 
and throwing program. 

"| think the biggest thing | 
could take from this season 
was that | was able fo finish 
the season without getting 
hurt or being on the IL," he 
said. "So this experience is 
definitely going to helo me 
out going forward." 

Asked about his confi- 
dence in being able to 
maintain his level of play, 
Ohtani said he feels "pretty 
confident" that he could re- 
peat what he did this year. 
"It's really extraordinary to 
find a human being who 
can perform at the highest 
level in Major League Base- 
ball as both a pitcher and 
a position player. LJ 





Unbeaten 


NEW YORK (AP) — The Ar- 
zona Cardinals are still per- 
fect this season. And now 
they face a quick fturn- 
around in their bid to keep 
it that way. 

The Cardinals moved to 
7-0 after dominating the 
Houston Texans on Sunday. 
They open Week 8 by host- 
ing the surging Green Bay 
Packers on Thursday night. 
And the Cardinals, the 
NFL's only unbeaten team, 
retained the top spot in the 
latest AP Pro32 poll. 

The Cardinals received alll 
12 first-olace votes for 384 
points in balloting Tuesday 
by media members who 
regularly cover the NEL. 
"Zach Ertz has now caught 
touchdown passes in back- 
to-back games for two dif- 
ferent franchises," said Rick 
Gosselin of the Talk of Fame 
Network. 

"He caught a 5-yarder for 


Cardinals still on top of latest AP Pro32 poll 


the Philadelphia Eagles 
against Tampa Bay in Week 
6, then caught a 47-yarder 
for the Cardinals in a rout of 
Houston in Week 7. 

"The Cardinals lost their 
starting tight end Maxx Wil- 
liams with a season-ending 
knee injury in Week 5 and 
now replace him with a 
three-time Pro Bowler. And 
the best team in the NFL 
just got better." 

IN an Unusual quirk of this 
week's poll, the top five 
teams are all from the NFC 
and the teams ranked No. 
6 to 10 are alll from the AFC. 
The Packers, who have 
won six in a row, Moved up 
three spots No. 4, but will 
likely be without top receiv- 
er Davante Adams after he 
went on the reserve/CO- 
VID-19 list on Monday. 

The Tampa Bay Bucca- 
neers remained at No. 2 
after routing the Chicago 


Bears on Sunday as Tom 
Brady threw ID pass No. 
600. 

The Los Angeles Rams 
moved up a spot to No. 3 
after topping the winless 
Detroit Lions and next will 
travel to Houston to face 
the one-win Texans. 

And the Dallas Cowboys, 
who were on a bye last 
week, stayed at No. 5. The 
Cowboys will return to ac- 
tion on Sunday night when 
they head to Minnesota to 
take on the Vikings. 
Another team that made a 
big climb in the top 10, the 
Tennessee Titans, gained 
three spots to No. 6. The 
Titans are coming off con- 
secutive wins over the Buf- 
falo Bills and the Kansas 
City Chiefs, the teams that 
played in the AFC cham- 
pionship game last season. 
The Bills, also coming off a 
bye, slipped a spot to No. 7. 
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Arizona Cardinals linebacker Markus Golden (44) celebrates his 
sack against the Houston Texans during the first half of an NFL 
football game, Sunday, Oct. 24, 2021, in Glendale, Ariz. 


A surprise team in the top 
10 is the Cincinnati Bengals, 
who climbed three spots to 
No. 8 after topping the Bal- 
timore Ravens 41-17. 

If there were any questions 
about whether the Bengals 
were for real, Joe Burrow & 
Co. gave a definitive an- 
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swer with a tour de force 
against the Ravens," News- 
day's Bob Glauber said. 
The loss dropped the Ra- 
vens six places fo No. 9. 
Despite being on a bye, 
the Los Angeles Chargers 
slipped two spots to round 
out the top 10.L) 
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‘Animalism’: Blackhawks scandal raises culture questions 


By JAY COHEN 

AP Sports Writer 

CHICAGO (AP) — For three 
weeks in 2010, they did 
nothing. That's how long it 
took for the leadership of 
the Chicago Blackhawks to 
act on allegations that an 
assistant coach sexually as- 
saulted a player. 

Three weeks. Three weeks 
that — more than a de- 
cade later — rocked a 
once-proud franchise and 
raised more questions 
about the culture of sports. 
In the soan of 107 pages, 
featuring interviews with 
139 witnesses, more than 
100 gigabytes of electronic 
records and 49 boxes of 
hard-copy records, areport 
by an outside law firm de- 
tailed how senior leaders of 
the Blackhawks seemingly 
ignored the sexual assault 
accusations raised with the 
franchise days before the 
team won its first Stanley 
Cup title since 1961. 

The ramifications of the in- 
dependent review, com- 
missioned by the team in 
resoonse to two lawsuits, 
stretched into several cor- 
ners of the NHL, which fined 
the Blackhawks $2 million 
for ‘the organization's in- 
adequate internal proce- 
dures and insufficient and 
untimely response." 

Florida coach Joel Quenn- 
eville is slated to meet with 
NHL Commissioner Gary 
Bettman on Thursday, and 
Winnipeg general manag- 


sedi etal ESPN as NBA analyst following 





In this July 27, 2018, file photo, Chicago Blackhawks general manager Stan Bowman speaks to 


the media during the NHL hockey team's convention in Chicago. 


er Kevin Cheveldayoff also 
is planning to talk to the 
commissioner. Both were 
with the Blackhawks when 
the allegations were first re- 
ported to team leadership. 
Blackhawks CEO Danny 
Wirtz, the son of team chair- 
man Rocky Wirtz, met with 
current players Wednes- 
day, a day after the graph- 
ic report was released, 
leading to the departures 
of President of Hockey Op- 
erations Stan Bowman and 
Al Maclsaac, another top 
executive. 

"| think the overriding mes- 
sage was that we, as in the 





Dallas Mavericks' JJ Redick makes a pass during an NBA bas- 
ketball game against the Sacramento Kings in Dallas, Sunday, 
May 2, 2021. 


AP Sports Writer 
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JJ Redick is joining ESPN as 


organization, we're here for 
you,, coach Jeremy Col- 
liton said. "The family is be- 
hind us. The organization's 
behind us, and we're going 
to do everything we can to 
move forward here." 

Rocky Wirtz said Tuesday 
that he and Danny were 
first made aware of the ac- 
cusations ahead of a May 
filing of a lawsuit by a play- 
er identified as John Doe 
alleging sexual assault by 
then-assistant coach Brad 
Aldrich in 2010, an asser- 
tion that was backed by 
the report. The team also Is 
facing a second lawsuit by 


an NBA analyst a month 
after announcing his retire- 
ment following a 15-year 
playing career. 

Redick will make his de- 
BUl as a siUdiosandlysi-on 
Nov. 3 during the game 
between the Brooklyn Nets 
and Atlanta Hawks. Be- 
sides contributing to many 
of ESPN's studio shows, 
Redick will also be an an- 
alyst on some games this 
season. 

"After 15 years in the NBA, | 
am excited to take what | 
have learned on the court 
and be able to provide my 
insight and strong opinions 
about the game | love," 
Redick said in a statement. 


Associated Press 


a former student whom AI- 
drich was convicted of as- 
saulting in Michigan. 
According to the report, 
the encounter between 
Doe, then a 20-year-old 
minor leaguer called up in 
case the Blackhawks neead- 
ed help in the playoffs, and 
Aldrich, then 27, occurred 
on May 8 or 9 in 2010. 

Doe told investigators that 
Aldrich threatened him 
with a souvenir baseball 
bat before forcibly per- 
forming oral sex on him 
and masturbating on the 
player's back, allegations 
that he also detailed in his 


"Lam thrilled to have found 
a place on the biggest 
SSO nmin S © Onis t=S Neel 
look forward to starting my 
post-playing career with 
such an incredible organi- 
zation." 

Redick was the consensus 
national college basket- 
ball player of the year in 
2006 at Duke before be- 
ing drafted 11th overall by 
the Orlando Magic in the 
NBA draft. He also played 
for Milwaukee, the LA Clip- 
pers, Philadelohia, New Or- 
leans and Dallas. 

This isn't Redick's first foray 
into media. He launched 
his own podcast in 2015 
and started ThreeFourlwo 
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lawsuit. 

Aldrich told investigators 
the encounter was con- 
sensual. Asked Wednesday 
about the law firm's report, 
Aldrich resoonded: "| have 
nothing to say." 

About two weeks later, on 
May 23, 2010, right after 
Chicago advanced to the 
Stanley Cup Final, Bowman, 
Maclsaac, team president 
John McDonough, execu- 
tive vice president Jay 
Blunk and assistant gen- 
eral manager Chevelday- 
off met with Quenneville 
and mental skills coach Jim 
Gary to discuss the allega- 
tions. 

Former federal prosecutor 
Reid Schar, who led the in- 
vestigation, said accounts 
of the meeting ‘vary sig- 
nificantly." But there was no 
evidence of any investiga- 
tion before McDonough in- 
formed the team's director 
of human resources about 
the allegations on June 14 
— a delay that violated the 
teams sexual harassment 
policy, according to Schar. 
During those three weeks, 
Aldrich continued to work 
for and travel with the 
team. Schar said Aldrich 
also ‘made an unwanted 
sexual advance’ toward a 
22-year-old Blackhawks in- 
tern. 

McDonough, Blunk and 
Gary are no longer em- 
ployed in the NHL. Now 
Bowman and Maclsaac 
are out as well.) 


retirement 


Productions last year. The 
name of the company is a 
reference to the 342 shots 
that Reddick made every 
Sunday during the offsea- 
son. 

"One of our goals is to al- 
ways look for opportunities 
to become even stronger. 
JJ's unique perspective 
and tremendous insight fur- 
ther enhance the depth of 
our team," said David Rob- 
erts, ESPN's senior vice pres- 
ident for NBA and studio 
production. "The fact he's 
played with and against 
some of the biggest names 
in the NBA is yet another 
attribute that will better 
serve NBA fans.'L) 


